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What is a DTMI?
DTMI stands for Digital Tabletop Musical Instrument

DTMIs allow for easy manipulation of complex musical 
concepts using simple interfaces and gestures.

What is contour?
Contour in music is “the quality of movement of a melody, 
including nearness or farness of successive pitches”. † 
It is often described in terms of shapes that visually 
resemble pitch movement.

So how do we explain and manipulate contour without 
having to use music notation?

A tabletop musical application to understand contour

This application uses a . Music is created by drawing 
shapes. The grids can be connected to create longer melodies, and also rearranged to 
manipulate music on a higher level.

A study of contour
A study involving individuals is on-going, and one involving groups is planned. The idea is 
to make participants compose music that relates to a painting. The painting is chosen 
with features reminescent of contour. The aim is to associate visual images and music 
in an interpretative context.

For more information
http://bit.ly/tabletop-contour

†  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melodic_motion


